Potential European Union and Lottery funding�
�



Project Timing


To secure EU structural funding for the project, the work should be planned to take place in 2000. This is due to the long lead in time for the development and submission of applications and the timing of the new EU structural fund programmes.


The timing for consideration of Lottery proposals is extended and can take 6-12 months.





Scope of the project


Each funding source has different eligibility criteria and objectives. Therefore time will be needed to develop a strong case for support based on the funder’s interests. 


For EU structural funds there is a requirement to demonstrate economic and environmental benefits.


There would be a need to demonstrate significant benefit to the natural heritage and people of Scotland to secure Lottery funding.





Scale and cost of the project


The scale and concomitant costs of this project may not relate well to the derived potential public, economic and heritage benefits.





Project Management


For most sources of external funding the project management should be through a public or charitable organisation (a company limited by guarantee with charitable status).





Partner Involvement


There is a general requirement for a broad base of partner support from most funders.





Private Sector Involvement


Contracts are required to be let on the basis of EU public procurement rules: the contract will require to be tendered and advertised in the Official Journal of the European Union.





Competing Proposals


The likely interest of funders and the availability of support will influenced by other proposals that are in discussion (e.g. from NBN and LRC’s).





Other funding Sources


In addition to the Lottery and EU structural funds, there may be scope for support of the project via the EU 5th Framework Research and Development Programme and from Corporate Sponsors.





